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famous last words
(Revelation 22:14-21)

Revelation 22:14-21     Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. 16 “﻿I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.﻿” 17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “﻿Come!﻿” And let him who hears say, “﻿Come!﻿” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. 18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. 20 He who testifies to these things says, “﻿Surely I am coming quickly.﻿” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

-------------

The last words people speak on earth are usually very monumental. We sit up and take notice. We want to hear what they have to say.
Clarence Darrow was an agnostic lawyer who laughed at the biblical beliefs of William Jennings Bryan during the Scopes Trial of the 1920’s. On his deathbed, he said to his law clerk: “Get me three clergymen.” When the preachers arrived, Darrow said to them: “Gentlemen, I have written and spoken many things against God and the churches during my lifetime. Now I wish I hadn’t, for I realize it is entirely possible that I may have been wrong. So I should like to ask a final favor — that each of you intercede for me with the Almighty.”

We do not know if Darrow came to faith in Christ before he died, but you can see that normally, a person’s last words are very sobering.
Of course, there are exceptions. Let me give you a sampling of “last words” that were anything but sobering or monumental:
Murderer Richard Loeb was a trifle optimistic about his survival after being stabbed 56 times by a fellow convict in 1936. He said, "I think I'm going to make it!" James Rodgers replied to the question whether he had a last request before facing a firing squad: "Why yes, a bulletproof vest." Legendary swashbuckler Douglas Fairbanks, Sr. was apparently quite ill before giving up the ghost in 1939 because his famous last words were: "Never felt better." English doctor William Palmer, a serial killer who was hanged in 1856, was told to step on the scaffold's trap door. He asked, "Is it safe?" 
[Madelyn, you will like this one.] A multiple murderer named Charles Wood, who died in the electric chair in 1963, faced witnesses and quipped: "Gents, this is an educational project. You are about to witness the damaging effect electricity has on wood." One of my personal favorites is what Larry Fine, the wild-haired jokester of “Three Stooges” fame told a ruthless king when he was asked by what method he would like to die. His reply to the king: “Of old age.”
-----------------------------

The text we read earlier from Revelation 22 contains, not only the last words of Revelation, but the last words of the entire canon of Scripture. They are beautifully simple words but also profoundly important. 

It not only deals with life in the here and now but with eternity as well.

I see four truths here that I call “unmovable.” They are like the ABC’s of the Christian life. When believers don’t accept these truths, the negative effect that it has on their lives is enormous.

1.
Obedience to God is very wise (22:14-16)

Obedience is wise because believers who obey God receive ETERNAL rewards (and those refuse to obey don’t). Notice v. 14:
Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.
If you have the NIV version of the Bible, you will notice right away that it has something very different here---it reads, “Blessed are those who wash their robes…” 
The way it is rendered in the NKJV is in my estimation the correct reading. This is a verse about eternal rewards, and not eternal salvation. It is clear from Revelation 2:7 that not all blood-washed believers in Christ will have the right to the tree of life: 

Revelation 2:7   He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him 
who overcomes I will give ﻿to eat from ﻿the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.﻿

First this verse is addressed:

“to the churches”—the people of God

Second, it is addressed:

“to him who overcomes”—Jesus is saying: “Live victoriously and I will give you a very special reward.

So eating fruit from the tree of life is a reward reserved for overcoming Christians---those who have discovered the wisdom of obeying God.

Author and theologian John Stott said: “Greatness in the kingdom of God is measured in terms of obedience.”
Does it cost us anything to obey? Of course it does! But remember this—the cost of obedience is nothing compared to the cost of disobedience!
It was author Stormie Omartian who wrote:
“Trust that God has your best interests in mind and be willing to do what He asks of you, even if you don't understand why. Obedience starts with having a heart that says yes to God.”
1.
Obedience is very wise (22:14-16)

2.
Salvation is absolutely free (22:17)

The Lord just couldn’t close out the book that He wrote without one final invitation. 

And the Spirit and the bride say, “﻿Come!﻿” And let him who hears say, “﻿Come!﻿” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.

(Comments)

ONE DAY, a lady was dropped off by a family member at a train station. Now, there were a lot of trains at the station, so she stopped someone and asked which train to board. She got on the train but she was still nervous. She wasn’t completely sure that she was on the right train. She sat down with the train getting ready to pull off, wondering if she was on the right one. The last thing she wanted was to be on the wrong train. So, she turned to the lady sitting next to her and said, “Excuse me, is this the right train to St. Louis?” She said, “Yep! You’re on the right train.” This made her feel a lot better, but it wasn’t too long before she started thinking that maybe the woman whom she had asked was on the wrong train too. She decided to check with somebody else. So she turned to the man behind her and asked: “Sir, is this the train to St. Louis?” “Yes ma’am, this is the train to St. Louis.” She felt a little better but that man didn’t look too smart. So the lady again found herself feeling uncertain, and without question, she didn’t want to take a risk of being on the wrong train. Just a few minutes before the train pulled out, a man with a spiffy uniform was walking down the aisle and immediately, the lady jumped up and said, “Sir, I’m going to St. Louis; am I on the right train?” He said, “Yes ma’am, you’re on the train to St. Louis and the reason I know this is that I’m the engineer! I’m the one driving this train.” Relieved, the lady sat down, laid back, and went to sleep. 
—Hearing from the person next to her is nice, 
      but it isn’t enough. 
—Hearing from the man behind you is nice, 
      but it’s not enough.
—But when the engineer comes through, the one who is driving 
     the train, that’s enough! 
—Sometimes people rely on their feelings to know they are saved, 
      but that’s not reliable. 
—Other people will try to look at how obedient they are to God.
      but that’s not reliable. 
—But when Jesus says, “I guarantee you eternal life because you 
      have believed My saving promise to you!” brothers and sisters, 
      that’s reliable because He’s “driving the train!”
1.
Obedience is very wise

2.
Salvation is absolutely free

3.
Tampering with Scripture is very dangerous (22:18-19)

For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add [better, may God add] to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away [may God take away] his part from the Book [Tree] of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

What we have here is the Apostle John’s desire that anyone tampering with the words of Revelation fall under God’s judgment.
Two judgments:

1. Enduring suffering like that in Revelation

2. Missing out on the rewards of the faithful

Everyone has likes and dislikes. There are some parts of Scripture that people like better than others. However, none of us should ever think about adding to or subtracting from the Word---we should study it, meditate upon it, and be diligent to understand it, but we should never tamper with it. That is what cults do. And we are to avoid it at all costs.

“Never think that Jesus commanded a trifle, nor dare to trifle with anything he has commanded.” 

   







    —D. L. Moody

1.
Obedience is very wise

2.
Salvation is absolutely free

3.
Tampering with Scripture is very dangerous
4.
Looking for Christ’s return is extremely beneficial (22:20-21)

He who testifies to these things says, “﻿Surely I am coming quickly.﻿” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
Last week, I pointed out that in the last chapter of Revelation alone, the Lord Jesus Christ said 3X that He was coming back.

Ephesians 6 tells us that the mind that is focused on the fact that Jesus may return at any moment is like a soldier who is careful to wear his helmet at all times.

(Explain)
-----------

The last words of the Bible speak of submission, salvation, Scripture, and the Second Coming of Christ.
What will your last words be?

-----------

During his 1960 presidential campaign, John F. Kennedy often closed his speeches with the story of Colonel George Davenport, the Speaker of the Connecticut House of Representatives. One day in 1789, the sky over Hartford turned nearly pitch black, and some of the representatives, glancing out the windows, feared the end was at hand.
So many representatives wanted to the meeting to end immediately that Davenport stood and said: “The Day of Judgment is either approaching or it is not. If it is not, there is no cause for adjournment. If it is, I choose to be found doing my duty. Therefore, I wish that candles be brought.”


Folks, 2019 is quickly approaching. None of us know what will happen I the coming year. We can live in fear, or we can walk by faith, let our light shine, and say: “I choose to be found doing my duty.”

Shall we pray?
