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don’t Give up!

(Ephesians 6:1-4)
In the newspaper USA Today, journalist Anita Manning wrote an article entitled Absent Dads Scar Daughters for Life. In it, she says that Jonetta Rose Barras wants America's fathers to know that, despite what popular culture often suggests, they are vitally important to their children—especially their daughters.

A boy's need for his dad as a role model and a guiding force has been understood and emphasized in recent years as concern about youth violence has risen.

But in her new book, Whatever Happened to Daddy's Little Girl?, Barras argues that fathers are equally crucial to their daughters, and she describes the devastating loss felt—even into adulthood—by women who grew up fatherless.

A Washington, D.C., columnist and author, Barras draws on the work of several psychologists and on her own painful experiences. By the time she was 8-years-old, three men had vanished from her life: her biological father, whom she didn't meet until she was in her 30s; her mother's husband, who rejected her; and a father figure who seemed to love her but who walked away with no explanation.
In her book, Barras states:

"A girl abandoned by the first man in her life forever entertains powerful feelings of being unworthy or incapable of receiving any man's love." … "Even when she receives love from another, she is constantly and intensely fearful of losing it. This is the anxiety, the pain, of losing one father. I had had three fathers toss me aside; the cumulative effect was catastrophic."
Statistics concerning fatherless homes in America are heart-breaking. According to The National Center for Fathering, as of 2010:
· 24.4 million children (33% of America’s children) were living in homes without their biological fathers.
· Fatherless families are 44% more likely to raise children living in poverty.
· Children without fathers are 10X more likely to abuse drugs and alcohol (71% of substance abusers come from fatherless families).
Concerning the importance of a two-parent home, Jonetta Barras said:
"Your family is your first social interactive group. It's the foundation. When that foundation has cracks or holes, you'd better know that your springing into society is not going to be the same as it would have been. This is the reality. If I walk with one broken heel, I'm not going to have an even walk."

William Raspberry, the popular columnist who passed away in 2012, said that fathers may underestimate their importance in raising healthy children (especially daughters):
With sons … fathers know it's their job to set examples of male behavior and talk to their boys about how to be men. And we think, therefore, that their moms should tell the daughters about becoming women … fathers also need to model behavior and a set of expectations, so our daughters know how to spot a good man when they see one.
Let’s look at Ephesians 6:1-4. Ephesians 6:1-4 is one of the very few passages in the NT that deals directly with parent-child relationships.
Ephesians 6:1-4    Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2“Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment with promise: 3“that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.”
 4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.

Three things jump out at me the moment I read this passage:

1.
It includes both fathers and mothers 

Verse 4 has the word “fathers” (pateres). But it is not just an exhortation to fathers.
BDAG: “male and female together as parents—οἱ πατέρες—parents (Hb 11:23)
Hebrews 11:23     By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command. 
So this passage is for dads AND moms. (And grandparents, don’t forget the impact you can have as well!!!) 
2.
It includes both the negative and positive
---negative---do not provoke
---positive---bring them up 

Later in the message, I am going to share several ways that we provoke our children---things we say and do that anger them and discourage them. This is so important because discouraged children are fair prey for Satan and the world.
3.
It includes both word and deed

word---“admonition” 

deed---“training”   (Comments)
Proverbs 23:26  My son, give me your heart, and let your eyes observe my ways…

It has been said that…
89% of what we learn is visual

10% of what we learn is auditory

1% of what we learn comes from the other sources

We teach what we know but we reproduce what we are.
Poem: “The Living Sermon”

I’d rather have an example than precept any day:
I’d rather one would walk with me than merely show the way;
The eye’s a better pupil and more willing than the ear,
Fine counsel is confusing but example’s always clear.
I soon can learn to do it if you let me see it done,
I can match your hands and actions 
But your tongue too fast may run.
The lectures you deliver may be very wise and true,
But I’d rather get my lesson by observing what you do;
I may not understand the high advice you give,
But there’s no misunderstanding how you act and how you live.
Lord’s Supper: Bread 
(Jesus left us an example [1 Pet 2:21] and we should leave our children and everyone around us an example).


In our text we saw: “Do not provoke your children to wrath”
How do we do this? How do we anger and alienate them from us?

1.
Overprotection (too many rules)
Josh McDowell: “Rules without relationship lead to rebellion.”

2.
Favoritism (comparison to siblings or classmates)


3.
Criticism
Put-downs, demeaning words, and so forth. The home should be the most positive, happiest place on earth.

4.
Unrealistic goals

There is something wrong when, no matter how hard a child tries, he or she never feels like it was good enough for you. 

5.
Lack of affection

Kids need words of affection as well as hugs and kisses.

6.
Lack of standards

This is the flip side of overprotection.  When parents fail to discipline (or they discipline inconsistently), children are left on their own.  They cannot handle that kind of freedom and begin to feel insecure and unloved.

Da Vinci: “He who does not punish evil commands it to be done.”

7.
Neglect (Indifference. Lack of involvement)
8.
Excessive discipline (when we are harsh with our children---
emotionally, verbally, or physically---we are setting them up for anger, discouragement, and dysfunction)
[Next slide]
Dads and moms, the world is collapsing around us. But this is no time to quit following God and training your kids—“Don’t Give Up!”
“But things aren’t going well in my marriage!”---“Don’t give up!”
“I just can’t get along with my kids!”---“Don’t give up!”
“Nothing is going right for me. Every time I start to get things going right something else happens!”---“Don’t give up!”
Dads and moms---your kids need you---“Keep on going and never, ever give up!”

Lord’s Supper: Juice (Hebrews 12:2---Jesus endured the cross)
