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Don’t Give up---the teacher 
will be here soon!

(Revelation 10)
S

everal years ago a teacher assigned to visit children in a large city hospital received a routine call requesting that she visit a particular child. She took the boy's name and room number and was told by the teacher on the other end of the line, "We're studying nouns and adverbs in his class now. I'd be grateful if you could help him with his homework so he doesn't fall behind the others." It wasn't until the visiting teacher was just outside the boy's room that she realized it was located in the hospital's burn unit. No one had prepared her to find a young boy horribly burned and in great pain. She felt that she couldn't just turn and walk out, so she awkwardly stammered, "I'm the hospital teacher, and your teacher sent me to help you with nouns and adverbs." 

The next morning a nurse on the burn unit asked her, "What did you do to that boy?" Before she could finish a profusion of apologies, the nurse interrupted her: "You don't understand. We've been very worried about him, but ever since you were here yesterday, his whole attitude has changed. He's fighting back and responding to treatment. It's as though he's decided to live." The boy later explained that he had completely given up hope until he saw that teacher. It all changed when he came to a simple realization. With joyful tears he expressed it this way: "They wouldn't send a teacher to work on nouns and adverbs with a dying boy, would they?"
Most of us haven’t had to endure a setback like the one this young boy had to endure, but if we were honest, we would still admit that one of the easiest things in the world to do when things aren’t going well is to lose heart           ---to lose our resolve to fight for those things that 
                       are worth fighting for
                  —to want to run away from the problems that we 
                        meet face to face on the road of life. 
When things aren’t going well, it is easy to lose heart.

So this morning, I’d like to share with you some very important things to keep in mind, especially when the things happening around you aren’t going very well and are hard to understand.
This morning, I have entitled message, “Don’t Give Up---the Teacher Will Be Here Soon!”
(Prayer)
In his commentary on Revelation, Chuck Swindoll shares an excellent visual. In this chart, Swindoll points out that after a series of judgments, God will pause momentarily and allow the reader to take stock of what has happened and to prepare for what is to come.
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Our text this morning in Revelation 10 is John’s vision of a very powerful angel who comes to him as a messenger of God. 

I saw still another mighty angel coming down from heaven, clothed with a cloud. And a rainbow was on his head, his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire. 2 He had a little book open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land…

This mighty angel puts one foot on the ocean and the other foot on the land and represents the plans God has for creation. 

So what is the message here? Since the book of Revelation is written to believers, what is God trying to say to us through John’s vision?

There are four lessons from this vision that I would like to share with you this morning before we share the Lord’s Supper.
1.
God not only knows what’s in store for His creation but is in total control of it.

As we watch the nightly news, it is easy to look around at the events taking place on earth and to say, “What in the world is going on? People are going crazy!” But God has already told us:

2 Timothy 3:1   But know this, that in the last days dangerous times will come…

And

2 Timothy 3:13    …evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse…

We read the paper and we see that sin of the worse kind plagues churches as well. But God has already told us:

1 Timothy 4:1-2    Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy…

Folks, when the bottom is dropping out all around us, God wants us to remember that He knows the beginning from the end and no matter what humans do---and no matter how bad things get---He is still in total control of everything.
Vernon Grounds shared a story a friend had told him. When his friend was in seminary he and some other guys would go to the local public school to play basketball because the seminary did not have a gym. And a very patient elderly man who was the janitor would sit off to the side reading his Bible until the guys were finished playing. One night, his seminary student friend went over to see what the old man was reading. (Maybe he thought he could help him if he was having problems understanding.) And he asked the old man, “What are you reading.” And the old man said, “The book of Revelation.” Surprised, the student said, “Do you understand what it means?” And the old man assured him, “Oh yes, I sure do.” And the seminary student said, “What does it mean?” And the wise old man quietly said, “It means Jesus is gonna win.”

And friends, when it seems to you like everything is falling apart around you, the one thing that you must never forget is this---JESUS IS GONNA WIN! He is in control of everything—everything He has promised will come to pass!
Now in John’s vision, this mighty angel in all of his glory not only has his feet firmly planted on both land and sea (symbolizing God’s authority and imminent victory), but he also begins to speak very loudly:

Revelation 10:3-4    and [he] cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars. When he cried out, seven thunders uttered their voices. 4 Now when the seven thunders uttered their voices, I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Seal up the things which the seven thunders uttered, and do not write them.”

In his vision, John hears the angel cry out and immediately he hears thunder-like voices. And we are instantly reminded that in the OT God’s voice is compared to thunder—very powerful and authoritative. In fact, one time when Jesus was ministering on earth, He said, “Father, glorify Your name.” And then the Father said to His Son, “I have both glorified it and will glorify it again.” And the people who heard it said it sounded like thunder.

If the seven thunders represent the voice of God, then John heard God speaking to him. But as he was about to write what God had said (very possibly concerning additional judgments in the tribulation), John was forbidden to write them.

And this brings s to our second lesson this morning. God not only has plans for planet earth and is in total control of these plans but…

2. 
There are some things that God has in store for mankind that He has chosen not to reveal.

Aren’t you glad that He doesn’t tell us everything? Aren’t you glad that when you turned 18-years-old God didn’t sit you down and say to you, “OK, listen child. Here are the ten most difficult trials you are going to have to face in your life…”

Deuteronomy 29:29   “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.

In life every one of us will go through situations that we will not be able to understand at all. We will want to ask God what His pupose was in doing it. And it is those times that we must remember---THE SECRET THINGS BELONG TO THE LORD.

Corrie Ten Boom is famous for the shelter and help she gave to Jewish people in danger because of Hitler and the Nazi’s in WW2. She wrote a book about this titled The Hiding Place. In her book, she shares a story from her childhood. As she rode on a train with her father (who was a watchmaker), out of the blue, she asked him: “Father, what is sex sin?” 

“My father turned to look at me, as he always did when answering a question, but to my surprise he said nothing. At last he stood up, lifted his traveling case from the rack over our heads, and set it on the floor.

“Will you carry it off the train, Corrie?” he said. I stood up and tugged at it. It was crammed with watches and spare parts he had purchased that morning. “It’s too heavy,” I said. “Yes,” he said. And it would be a pretty poor father who would ask his little girl to carry such a load. It’s the same way, Corrie, with knowledge. Some knowledge is too heavy for children. When you are older and stronger, you can bear it. For now, you must trust me to carry it for you.”

And I was satisfied. More than satisfied---wonderfully at peace. There were answers to this [question] and all my hard questions—but now I was content to leave them in my father’s keeping.

And my friends, 
—if we are to to find peace, 
—if we are to carry on, 
there will be many questions in life that we will simply have leave in our Father’s keeping.
Now at this point in John’s vision, the mighy angel raises his hand to heaven and swears an oath:

Revelation 10:5-7   The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised up his hand to heaven 6 and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things that are in it, the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, that there should be delay no longer, 7 but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets.

These verses are the key to the entire chapter. The angel raises his hand to heaven and says to John and to all who will read Revelation---“I swear by the God who created everything that there is that there will be no more delay. God’s secret program for this earth that he declared to the prophets will soon be finished.” In other words, God’s program for mankind is about to be carried out to completion.

Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.” And folks…..mark it down….

3.
All of God’s Plans WILL come to pass---not one of them will fail.

The mystery of God---God’s purposes and plans for mankind---is not easily understood by most people. BUT………. it was declared to the OT prophets. The prophet Jeremiah wrote:

Jeremiah 4:20     The anger of the Lord will not turn back until He has executed and performed the thoughts of His heart. In the latter days you will understand it perfectly.

Isaiah said:

Isaiah 14:26-27     This is the purpose that is purposed against the whole earth, and this is the hand that is stretched out over all the nations. 27For the Lord of hosts has purposed, and who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who will turn it back?”

If it ever seems to you that people sin and nothing happens, you need to read that verse again. It says, His hand is already stretched out over the nations of the earth. And NOT ONE of His plans for this earth will fail!
All of God’s plans will come to pass.

Now due to time, I’m not going to read the rest of the verses in chapter 10, but essentially, during this entire vision, the mighty angel is holding a little scroll in his hand. This scroll probably contains future judgments during the tribulation of which we are not told the details. Suddenly, John hears a voice from heaven that tells him to eat the little scroll. And as he did, it was like honey in his mouth. As he ate it, it was wonderful. But once his body began to digest it, it gave him heartburn that would have made El Fenix proud. And there is a very important truth here for us, and it is this:

4.
God’s plans include circumstances that are bitter as well as sweet.

You see, because John was a spiritual person, when the angel told Him that God’s plan would be brought to completion and that evildoers would be punished, it was very sweet to Him. For a spiritual person, when justice is done, it is very sweet. 

But there is a balance here. The spiritual person also recognizes that the judgments of God against earth will be very, very devastating. The spiritual person understands the tragedy of billions of people dying and going to hell…

—people who God tried to bring to Himself…
          —people who God sent His Son to die for, 
             but who refused to listen. 
The spiritual person understands how tragic that is!

And isn’t it true that in God’s plan for all of our lives, the bitter is included along with the sweet?

After losing all ten of his children in death and with his body covered in boils, Job’s wife said to him: “Why don’t you just curse God so He will kill you!”

And Job said,

             Shall we indeed accept good from God, 
             and shall we not accept adversity? (Job 2:10)
In our opening story, the little boy who was covered with burns had given up hope until he saw the teacher. And then he realized, everything was going to be OK. 
And my friends, whenever you feel like giving up, never, ever forget, the Teacher will be here soon—and then everything will be OK---because Jesus is gonna win!!!

(Lord’s Supper)  “John, you must prophesy again…” (Keep on going for God!)
